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| ecture Overview

AHTML Forms

I Creating Forms with <form> Element

I Form Controls
A Text Inputs
A Buttons
A Checkboxes
A Select Boxes
A File Select Boxes
A Hidden Controls
I Focus
I Disabled and Readonly Controls

I Sending Data to the Server
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HTML Forms

AOn the Web you can create a form L
combining what are known as form control
such as textboxes (to enter text Into
checkboxes (to place a cross in), select boxes
radio buttons (to choose from differen
options), and so on



Example

_____________________________
Textbox
le Search I'm Feeling Lucky
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Introducing Forms

A Any form that you create will live inside a
element calledform> , and the form controls
(the text Input boxes, drop down boxes,
checkboxes, a submit button, and so on) i
between the openingform> and closing
</form> tags

AA <form> element can also contain othe
XHTML markup
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The Input Elements

ne most important form element is the Inpt
ement

ne input element iIs used to select user informat

A An input element can vary in many ways, depenc
on the type attribute. An input element can be
type text field, checkbox, password, radio buttc
submit button, and more

A The most used input types are described below
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The textbox Input Type

Name | l

A The most common input method on an HTML form is the
text box. To add one of these to your form, use the code In
this way:

<input name="name" size="15" type="text" /»

A This creates a sindiilee box that i¢5characters wide, and
allows the user to enter as much text as he wants. When yc
refer to this box from a form mail script, you will use its
"NAME" value. (it is better to use ID attribute instead)



Example

<form:

First name: <input type="text" name="firstname" /><br />
Last name: <input type="text" namse="lastnams" />

</form>

LectureO6

First name:

Last name;

attribute
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The passwordlnput Type

<form>
Fassword: <input type="password" name="pwd" />
</ form>

Password: sesssses '
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The multiline textbox Form Input
Type

Address

-

A For a text box with multiple lines, use the following code:

o

||'|

=30 >

i

{TEXTAREA MNAME="Address" ROWS=
</ TEXTAREA>»

A Instead of having just a single line to input on, the user can perforn
carriage returns to make better formatting of the text. This is also
easier if the user will be inputting a large amount df ddgress or
‘comments' for example. It's much easier to have it all in a large tex
area, and be able to scroll through it.

Tl e
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The selectinput Type

—_—

Colors |HED b |

A The next input method is the select menu, which you have surely s
In many other web sites. These allow for a certain number of pre

designated answers to be chosen from. Use the followihg code

Use

attribute for
select

<select multiple="multiple” name="colors">»

<option> RED </option> Use
<option> GREEN </option: attribute for
<option> YELLOW </option> Option

<option> BLUE </option:>
<option> ORANGE </option:
</select>

A When the number of options is limited to lessBhgau can consider
using radio buttons instead

LectureO6
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Homework Assignment

A Learn how to useoptgroup> element with
<select> element

A Learn how to useoption> element with
<select> element

Wt
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The Check Boxeslnput Type

Colors [~ red
| green
| blue

A You can use check boxes for any Boolean entries that you want your user
make, such as a list of yes or no questions. Use this code:

<input name="color[]" type="checkbox" value="green" /> green
<input name="color[]" type="checkbox" value="red" /> red
<input name="color[]" type="checkbox" value="blue" /» blue

A Instead of just being able to choose one color, the user can decide which
colors he likes or dislikes from the list. This may not be implemented as
as the others, but it will still come in handy from time to time.
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Example

<form>

<input tyvpe="checkbox" name="vehicle" wvaluse="Bike" /> I have a bike<br />
<input tyvpe="checkbox" name="vehicle"™ wvalus="Car" /> I have a car
</form>

I have a bike
I have a car
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The radio buttonsInput Type

Do you agree?  True
(" False

A You can use the radio button when you have clusters c
items with circles next to them, and only one circle fror
each group can be selected at a time. Use this code:

<input checked="checked" name="answer" type="radio" value="true" /> True
<input name="answer" type="radio" value="false" /> False

A Any of the radio buttons with the same name will fall
Into the same cluster, and only allow one at atime to b
checked



Example

<form:-

<input type="radio"™ name="sex" wvalue="male" /> Male<br />
<input type="radio" name="sex" valuse="female" /> Female
</ form>

) Male
) Female
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The button Input Type

A You can create a button in three ways:
I Using arxinput> element with a type attribute whose
valuels submit , reset, orbutton

A submit . which creates a button that submits a form when
pressed

Areset, which creates a button that automatically resets form
controls to their initial values as they were when the page
loaded

Abutton , which creates a button that is used to trigger a-clien
side script when the user clicks that button

I Using arxinput> element with a type attribute whose
valueisimage

I Using a<button> element



In-Class Exercise

LectureO6

User Name:

Password:

Test Button ‘ ‘ Clear Values ‘ @

onclickEvent
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The submit Button

Submit \ ‘

A You need to have a submit button in the form 1
let the users submit the form. Use the followin
code to create a submit button:

<input name="Submit"” type="submit" wvalue="Submit" />
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The submit Button

A A submit button is used to send form data to a server

A The data is sent to the page specified in the form's act
attribute

A The file defined in the action attribute usually does someth
with the received input

<form name="input"”|action="html form action.asp" method="get"}
Username: <input type="LeXL’ name=ruser” [»

<input type="submit" wvalue="Submit"™ />

</ form>

Username: | Submit |
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The method Attribute

A Form data can be sent to the server in two wa
each corresponding to &Y 7P method

I Theget method, which sends data as part of the
URL

I Thepost method, which hides data in something
known as the HTTP headers
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File Select Boxes

A If you want to allow a user to upload a file to yo
web site from his or her computer, you will need
use afile upload box, also known as @e select
box

A This is created using tkmput> element but this
time you give the type attribute a valudef

A The accept attribute has been added to t
<input> element to indicate the MIME types of
the files that can be selected for upload



Using <label> Element

<form action="http://www.example.org/login.aspx" method="post"
name="frmLogin">
<table>
<tr>
<td><label |[for="Uname"pUser hame</label></td>
<td><input type="text" |i1d="Uname" |name="txtUserName" /></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><label for="Pwd">Password</label></td>
<td><input type="password" id="Pwd" name="pwdPassword" /></td>
</tr>
</table>
</ form>
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Structuring Forms with <fieldset>
and <legend> Elements

A The<fieldset> element creates a border arour
the group of form controls to show that the
are related

A The <legend> element allows you to specify -
caption for the<fieldset> element, which acts
as a title for the group of form controls. Whe
used, the<legend> element should always b¢
the first child of thefieldset> element



Structuring Forms with <fieldset>
and <legend> Elements

<field=set>
<legendr»<b>5tudent Information:</b></legend>
<table width="100%">
“LIr>
<td>Student Name: </td>
<tdr»<input type="text"™ name="5tudentMName" /></td>
</tr>
“LIr>
<td>»Student ID: </ td>
<td»<input type="text" name="S5tudentID" /></td>
</ tr>
<Lr valign="top">
<td>»5tudent Address: </ /td>
<tdr<textarea name="StudenthAddress" colz="50" rows="L"»</textarearx</td>
</ tr>
</table>
</ fieldset>
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l Structuring Forms with <fieldset>
| and <legend> Elements

— Student Information:

Student Name:

Student [D:-
Student Address:
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Access KeyAttribute

A The following elements can carry an access key attribt

I <a> <area> <button> <input> <label> <legend>
<textaree

A Access keysact Just like keyboard shortcuts. The acce
key 1 s a single characte
t hat |l S expected to appe
this key Is used In conjunction with another key or ke
(such as Alt with IE and chrome on Windows, Alt ar
Shift with Firefox on Windows, and Control on at
Apple), the browser automatically goes to that section
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Readonlyand Disabled Attributes

A Thereadonlyattribute prevents users from
changing the value of the form controls themselv
although it may be modified by a script
I The name and value of amgdonlycontrolwil/ be

sent to the server. The value of this attribute should b
readonly (e.g.readonly= @eadonlyo )

A Thedisabled attribute disables the form control sc
that users cannot alter It.

I A script can be used teerable the control, but unless
a control Is renabled, the name and vadué not be
sent to the server. The value of this attribute should b
di sabled (e.g. disabl ed=
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Readonlyand Disabled Attributes

Element readonly disabled
<textarea> Yes Yes
<input type="text" /> Yes Yes
<input type="checkbox" /> No Yes
<input type="radio" /> No Yes
<input type="submit" /> No Yes
<input type="reset" /> No Yes
<input type="button" /> No Yes
<select> No Yes
<option> No Yes
<button> No Yes
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lReadonIyand Disabled Attributes
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