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Lecture Overview 

ÅHTML Forms  
ïCreating Forms with <form> Element 

ïForm Controls 

ÅText Inputs 

ÅButtons 

ÅCheckboxes 

ÅSelect Boxes 

ÅFile Select Boxes 

ÅHidden Controls 

ïFocus 

ïDisabled and Read-only Controls 

ïSending Data to the Server 
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HTML Forms  

ÅOn the Web you can create a form by 

combining what are known as form  controls, 

such as textboxes (to enter text into), 

checkboxes (to place a cross in), select boxes and  

radio buttons (to choose from different 

options), and so on 
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Example 
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Image 

Textbox 

Buttons 



Introducing Forms 

ÅAny form that you create will live inside an 

element called <form> , and the form controls 

(the text input  boxes, drop - down boxes, 

checkboxes, a submit button, and so on) live 

between the opening <form> and  closing 

</form> tags 

ÅA <form> element can also contain other 

XHTML markup 
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The Input Elements 

ÅThe most important form element is the input 

element 

ÅThe input element is used to select user information 

ÅAn input element can vary in many ways, depending 

on the type attribute. An input element can be of  

type text field, checkbox, password, radio button, 

submit button, and more 

ÅThe most used input types are described below 
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The textbox Input Type 

 

 

 

ÅThe most common input method on an HTML form is the 
text box. To add one of  these to your form, use the code in 
this way: 

 

 

ÅThis creates a single-line box that is 15 characters wide, and 
allows the user to enter as much text as he wants. When you 
refer to this box from a form mail script, you will use its 
"NAME" value. (it is better to use ID attribute instead) 
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Example 
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Try maxlength attribute 



The password Input Type  
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The multiline textbox Form Input 

Type 
 

 

 

 

Å For a text box with multiple lines, use the following code: 

 

 

 

Å Instead of  having just a single line to input on, the user can perform 
carriage returns to make better formatting of  the text. This is also 
easier if  the user will be inputting a large amount of  text ð address or 
'comments' for example. It's much easier to have it all in a large text 
area, and be able to scroll through it. 

Lecture 06 A. Al-Tamimi ©  10 



The select Input Type 

 
Å The next input method is the select menu, which you have surely seen 

in many other web sites. These allow for a certain number of  pre-

designated answers to be chosen from. Use the following code: 

 

 

 
 

 

ÅWhen the number of  options is limited to less than 5, you can consider 
using radio buttons instead 
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Use value 
attribute for 

option 

Use size 
attribute for 

select 



Homework Assignment 

ÅLearn how to use <optgroup> element with 

<select> element 

ÅLearn how to use <option> element with 

<select> element 

 

Lecture 06 A. Al-Tamimi ©  12 



The Check Boxes Input Type 

 

 

 
Å You can use check boxes for any Boolean entries that you want your user to 

make, such as a list of  yes or no questions. Use this code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Å Instead of  just being able to choose one color, the user can decide which 
colors he likes or dislikes from the list. This may not be implemented as much 
as the others, but it will still come in handy from time to time. 
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Example 
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The radio buttons Input Type 

 

 

ÅYou can use the radio button when you have clusters of  
items with circles next to them, and only one circle from 
each group can be selected at a time. Use this code: 

 

 

 

ÅAny of  the radio buttons with the same name will fall 
into the same cluster, and only allow one at a time to be 
checked 
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Example 
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The button Input Type 

ÅYou can create a button in three ways: 
ïUsing an <input> element with a type attribute whose 

value is submit , reset , or button 
Åsubmit , which creates a button that submits a form when 

pressed 

Åreset , which creates a button that automatically resets form 
controls to their initial values as they were when the page 
loaded 

Åbutton , which creates a button that is used to trigger a client - 
side script when the user clicks that button 

ïUsing an <input> element with a type attribute whose 
value is image 

ïUsing a <button> element 
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In -Class Exercise 
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onclick Event 



The submit Button 

 

 

ÅYou need to have a submit button in the form to 

let the users submit the form. Use the following 

code to create a submit button: 
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The submit Button  

ÅA submit button is used to send form data to a server 

ÅThe data is sent to the page specified in the form's action 

attribute 

ÅThe file defined in the action attribute usually does something 

with the received input 
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The method Attribute 

ÅForm data can be sent to the server in two ways, 

each corresponding to an HTTP method : 

ïThe get method, which sends data as part of  the 

URL 

ïThe post method, which hides data in something 

known as the HTTP headers 
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File Select Boxes 

ÅIf  you want to allow a user to upload a file to your 

web site from his or her computer, you will need to 

use a file upload box , also known as a file select 
box  

ÅThis is created using the <input> element but this 

time you give the type attribute a value of  file 

ÅThe accept attribute has been added to the 

<input>  element to indicate the MIME types of  

the files that can be selected for upload 
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Using <label> Element 
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Structuring Forms with <fieldset> 

and <legend> Elements 

ÅThe <fieldset> element creates a border around 

the group of  form controls to show that they 

are related 

ÅThe <legend> element allows you to specify a 

caption for the <fieldset> element, which acts 

as a title for the group of  form controls. When 

used, the <legend> element should always be 

the first child of  the <fieldset> element 
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Structuring Forms with <fieldset> 

and <legend> Elements 
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Structuring Forms with <fieldset> 

and <legend> Elements 
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Access Key Attribute 

ÅThe following elements can carry an access key attribute: 

ï<a> <area> <button> <input> <label> <legend> 
<textarea> 

ÅAccess keys act just like keyboard shortcuts. The access 
key is a single character from the documentõs character set 
that is expected to appear on the userõs keyboard. When 
this key is used in conjunction with another key or keys 
(such as Alt with IE and chrome on Windows, Alt and 
Shift with Firefox on Windows, and Control on an 
Apple), the browser automatically goes to that section 
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Readonly and Disabled Attributes 

ÅThe readonly attribute prevents users from 
changing the value of  the form controls themselves, 
although it may be modified by a script 
ï The name and value of  any readonly control will be 

sent to the server. The value of  this attribute should be 
readonly  (e.g. readonly=òreadonlyó) 

ÅThe disabled attribute disables the form control so 
that users cannot alter it.  
ïA script can be used to re-enable the control, but unless 

a control is re-enabled, the name and value will not be 
sent to the server. The value of  this attribute should be 
disabled (e.g. disabled=òdisabledó) 
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Readonly and Disabled Attributes 
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Readonly and Disabled Attributes 
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